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> © OLIVER CROMWELL'S 


LETTER, Ge. 


Dr ar BROTHER, From Styx, the 85th Year of 
| my Arrival here. | 


= Aving received Information, by ſome Perſons 
lately come among us, of the aoble Attempts 


you have, for ſome time paſt, been making 
to aboliſh that moſt ridiculous Cuſtom, which 
now generally prevails all over the Chriftiaz World, I 
mean hereditary deſcent ; I could not avoid ſending you a 
Compliment of Cond6lence on the ill Succeſs of your 
glorious Endeavours, and aſſuring you from Pluto, or 
(as others call him) Satan himſelf, who (by the way) 
uſes your humble Servant as a particular Friend, that, 
tho' you have not met with an Event ſuitable to your, 
Deſerts, yet you ſhall be amply and properly rewarded, 
when (and very probably it may be ſoon) you arriv 
in kis infernal Majeſty's Dominions. | 
I have often thought that you and I reſemble one 
another in many particulars, and tho* you had not ſo 
lofty a Quarry to fly at, yet your Deſigns have bore a 
near Similitude to mine, nor have they been without 
their ſhare of conſumate Prudence and Policy. 

I, indeed, have the Advantage of you in this, that 
whereas I had a whole Family to contend with, I cat 
off the Head of the Father, and tranſported the Sons, 
Sc. with all imaginable eaſe; you, on the other 
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Hand, had but one Son W deal with, and him you 
baniſhed ; but had I been adviſed with, I confeſs, I ſhould 
have been for ſending him a Journey to an other 
World, where in all probability you would never have 
ſeen him. He was ('tis true) your Nephew, but then 
he ſtood in the way between you and a noble Title 
and Fortune ; and give me leave to ſay, that, as he 
was almoſt entirely abandon'd to Infamy and Vice, it 
was not only a prudent, but à generous and a pious Acti- 
on in you to be at the 'Trouble and Expence of bind- 
ing him Apprentice, even to an American Planter, 
That he was no Loſs to the Publick is evident, by the 
turbulent Spirit of him, which would not ſuffer him to 
reſt contented with that Station which your benevolence 
had placed him in; but he muſt be endeavouring to 
regain what (tho* his right) more properly belong'd to 
your ſuperior Merit. The Trouble and. Rout he has 
made ever ſince he returned, the Expence he has 
given the Town in lighting up Bonefires for him, and 
drinking his Health, with many other Particulars, 
prove, beyond Contradiction, that he was better ab- 
ſent than at home. Ss Ee 
I co feſs, you tranſcend me and every other illuſtri- 
ous Villain I ever ſaw, or heard of, in one particular: 
I mean, your dexterous Management in relation to 
the Proſecution for robbing on the Highway, which 
perhaps might have been bury'd in Oblivion, had it 
not been for this contention, in which, tho' vanquiſh- 
ed, you have gain'd ſuch a Name, as will tranſmit 
| yan (and juſtly too) to the lateſt Poſterity. No Poli- 
ticks, no Forecaſt in the World, would have been 
able to ſtem the torrent which at that time ruſh'd a- 
gainſt you, but thoſe of ſo refined a Spirit as yours, 
aſſiſted (as he himſelf has often told me) by the tremen- 
dous Prince of Darkneſs. What a noble Prudence was 
it in you to turn the Accuſation againſt the Accuſers ? 
What Zeal to preſerve the Scutcheon of ſo noble a Fa- 
mily from blot ? What Glory in triumphing over petty 
Juſtice ? Why ſhould a Man of your Birth ſuffer an - 
nominious Death, for berrowing in a /ord/y Manner 
from his Inferiors? Why ſhould it not be eſteemed an 
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Action truly Praiſe worthy, and of conſummate Valour; 
to oblige ſuch Scoundrels, -as would not yield to the 


force of your (no doubt convincing) Arguments; I ſay, 


to oblige them, by the reaſoning of a well loaded 
Piſtol, to give up their paltry Right, to what ſuch un- 
daunted Reſolution was only worthy of? Then, let 
People object as they will, that the Innocent, or at 


leaſt Perſons who ated by your Orders, were put to 


Death, where you were certainly the proper Object 
and Sphere for the Soul- freeing Officer to excuſe: his 


eminent Function on; I can eaſily confute all theſe 


malicious Infinuations, by ſhewing the great Service 
you did, firſt to the publick good Name of your Coun- 
try; for how wou'd it ſound in the Mouths of the fo- 
-* — , that the Heir ap- 
parent (as you then were) to ore of the primary Ti- 
tles in it was hang'd for Robbery! chen, in the 
ſecond Place, you freed two unhappy Wretches' from a 

Life of Slavery, and by a dependant Death delivered 
them from the miſerable ſtate of a dependant Life: 
Nay, moreover in all human Probability, had theſe 
Felons lived, the courſe which you yourſelf had 
led them into, would have brought em to the Gal- 
lows at laſt, and perhaps deſervediy; then, who 
knows what might have been their Circumſtances in 
a future State! Now you, by ſtringing tbem up in the 


manner before related, ſent them where they are out 


of danger of being corrupted, and in no fear of 


_ ſerving ſuch a Maſter, any more. 


All that I have kithe rto related, (and give me 
Leave to ſay, it is impoſſible to expreſs you in Words 
ſuitable to your <v9nd”rous Performances) are of ſo high 
a Nature, that when I think on them, I almoſt deſ- 
pair of bringing the Parallel between us, which I fo 
much deſire, to bzar: Yet, nor think what comes 
from one, win truly honours your unequal'd Deſerts, 


is Flattery, in my Opinion, what 1s ſtill behind of 


your prodigious Life, is ſtill greater than any Thing 


ave yet mentioned, 
The get of Men, Who ſtile Lt virtuous, ob- 


ject to your Character, that being married in one 
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Kingdom, you publickly perjured yourſelf to gain 2 
mean Match (but heightened by ſome all-powerful 


Gold) in another; that after this you deſerted your 


laſt Wife, branded her Character with Infamy, and 
abandon'd her to Shame and Poverty, who was the 
Means of cloathing you, when your Credit was ſo low, 


that not a Dealer in ſecondary Riggings would truſt 


you for a Thread-bare Suit; and then (after having 
before forſworn your Contract) hearing your prior 
Lady had ſaved a triffling Sum, and was at the Point 
of Death ; - whip you were gone to tother 
Kingdom, adminiftred to her, and diſappointed her 
poor Relations by inheritting the little ſhe had left 
behind her. In Anfwer to all this, I only deſire 
theſe ſage Gentlemen to conſider, that every Man in 
the World may be guilty of a Fault, eſpecially when 
Neceſſity preſſes and obliges him to it, (and the beit 
may ſometimes be in Diſtreſs ;) but then, what more ? 


the Indication of a well-form'd Mind than Penitence ? 


And what a greater Sign of Penitence than Amend- 
ment and contrary Practice? Now this, all the 
World muſt own, appears conſpicuouſly in your Cha- 
racer: For that you repented of the heinous Sins of 
Perjury and Pol;gamy, is plain, by your returning to 


your former Wife; *tis true, it was ſomewhat late, 


for ſhe was dying before you ſet out; yet that was 


undoubtedly, the Effect of Chance, and not your In- 


_ abundantly proved, I wiſh it may) they will undoabt- 


clination, which prevented your going before you 
was ſure ſhe could no longer be any Trouble to you, 
or Impediment to the Freedom of Life you all along 
ſhew'd ſo warm a Paſſion for. Then again, it may 
be ſaid, that it argued great Ingratitude in you, to 
uſe ſo ill, a Perſon you was fo much obliged to, as 
every body knows you were to your former Wife; 
but ſuch trifling Conſiderations are below the Notice 
of a great Soul, as Authors of an exalted Genius diſ- 
regard the mean Fetters of little Rules, and exact O- 
bedience to Precept. | 

If this Letter fall into the Hands of the Publick 
(as for the Sake of your Imocence, which is here ſo 
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edly paſs a far different Judgment on your Actions- 

than they have hitherto done: For whereas before, 

the Generality of Mankind look'd on your Exploits 

as great, they will now think them beyond Imitation, 

nay, (as T have found by Experience) beyond my” 
on. 

7 I come now to the moſt beautiful Part of your Pic- 


ture, where you appear foremoſt in the Purſuit of 


* Juſtice. How noble, how public ſpirited a Principal 
was it, that urg'd you to put yourſelf to ſo much 
| . to ſo much Expence, in order that the caſual 
Death of one of his Majeſty's Subjects, (tho', as you 
declare, no Way related to you, in any Reſpe&) | 
ſhould be duly examined into, and proper Satisfaction 
taken of the ſuppoſed Murtherer ? Could any Thing 
equal that glorious Effrontery which you ſhew'd your 
ſelf Maſter of, in publickly appearing at his Tryal, 
after it was evident you had laid out above eight 
hundred Ponnds to hire Witneſſes, &c. in the Proſe- 
cution of him, and promiſed ten thouſand more in 
Caſe he was convicted of the Crime? To be ſure, tis 
faid (to take of the Merit off this i//uftrious Action) by 
your Enemies, that all this was done, only. becauſe 
you were convinced he was your Nephew, and the 
juſt Heir to the Title and Eſtate you then enjoy'd : 
Well, granting the Propoſition that publick Juſtice 
was not the main and only Motive of this your Care 
and Diligence in his Proſecution ; yet, what could be 
a greater Mark of Prudence and Care for Poſterity, 
than your Endeavours to prevent one, you did not 
know but might have been a Baſtard, from enjoying 
a Fortune, which you could not be ſure was his Right, 
unleſs you yourſelf had been an Eye-Witneſs of his 
Birth. I. muſt own, if you only did it (as your Foes 
alledge) for the Attainment of an eaſy and uncon- 
troul d Poffeſſion, nothing can exceed your great and 
wonderful Wiſdom in the whole Management of this 
extraordinary Affair. Your Conduct throughout both 
this and your laſt Struggle, tho* indeed both unhappi- 
ly fruſtrated, ſpeaks you to be a Man of uncommon 
Depth of Thought, an amn Genius, and ini- 
| mitable 


7) 
mitable Reſolution and Confidence in the Purſuit of 
your Wiſhes, . 1 

I hope, e'er long, to have the Happineſs of con- 
verſing with you in Perſon; but, in the mean Time, 
muſt beg leave to give you ſome friendly Advice in 
relation to your future Conduct in Life. You have 
now, in the Eye of the World, loſt all Hopes or 
Probability of ever regaining the Title you ſo lately 
have been deprived of; yet nevertheleſs, a little of 
your Policy would infallibly reſtore all again: In or- 
der to this, my poor Council is, (which, I am well aſ- 
ſured, no Man living is ſo capable of executing as 

yourſelf) that as you are ſenſible if your Nephew dies 

without Iſſue, you are next in Remainder to the 

Eſtate again; whether he has Children, or no, I con- 

feſs, I am not ſufficiently inform'd, but if he has, 

a Nurſe may be fee d to put a little A.ſenick in the 

Ponadoe, or to run a Pin behind the Ear, which would 

put the Heir effectually out of the Way: Then in 

order to haſten the Departure of the Father, (who 
elfe might perhaps, in the Courſe of Nature, out- live 
you, and diſappoint all theſe Schemes, tho' infpir'd 
by Hell it ſelf) take but a Voyage to {aly, a Thing 
which, I am ſure, will ſeem little- and eaſy to ſuch 

a Genius as yours ; there you may purchaſe, at an 

eaſy Rate, a ſcented Letter, or a perfumed Pair of 

Gloves, that, being properly applied, will remove 

this Canker to your Peace, this Diſeaſe to your 

Sight, without any Trouble, or indeed, (which is the 
principal Thing, ) without any Suſpicion of your being 
concern'd in it. | 

I ſhall conclude this Epiſtle, with reminding you 

(between ourſelves) that if you could make yourſelf 
Maſter of a little more of my moſt characteriſtick 
Virtue, I mean what the Worid calls Hypocri/y and 
Diſfmulatian, it would be of infinite Service to you 
in this Attempt, you muſt not AQ as you have 
hitherto done, with open Defiance to Law and Ju- 
ſtice, with anconceal d and barefac'd Villany, but muſt 
ſcreen this new Exploit by ſubmitting your ſelf to 
him, owning his Right, and ſhewing the ng 
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Marks of Contrition poſſible ; then under this Cover ; 
you will have eaſy Acceſs to him when you pleaſe, 7 
and J leave it to your ſelf, how you ought to make | 
uſe of that Acceſs. This finiſhing Stroke will com- 
plete the Similitude between our Characters; the 

only Difference then remaining will be, that I had 
the Honour of being hang'd after I was dead; but 
(in order to our being as near one another as poſſi- 

ble) that you may meet with the ſame Fate while 
hving, is the hearty Wiſh of 155 | 


YT, Tur moſt affectionate Brother, 
and Humble Servant, 


"8 OLIVER CROMWELL. 


